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Following the European elections in 2019, the new President of the European
Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, promised to organise a Conference on the Future
of Europe (CoFoE) to address institutional reforms and urgent policy challenges. While
the European Parliament was pushing for a new European Convention to reform the
EU Treaties, the national governments were reluctant to give the CoFoE any real
influence. Negotiations of the mandate and the structure of the CoFoE took more than
one year, before the conference was kicked-off on 9 May 2021.
In addition to an executive board steering the CoFoE, its main bodies for deliberation
are the plenary, four European Citizens’ Panels and the multi-lingual online platform
https://futureu.europa.eu. The direct involvement of citizens was the only aspect all EU
institutions could agree on during the negotiations. Using the multi-lingual online
platform, citizens can propose and discuss reform ideas and inform themselves about
additional events. In each of the four citizens’ panels, 200 randomly selected citizens
from all EU member states discuss reform proposals and report their conclusions to
the conference plenary. The plenary is composed of 433 members, including Members
of the European und national parliaments, government and European Commission
representatives, citizens, representatives from the European Economic and Social
Committee and the Committee of the Regions, social partners and civil society
organisations.
Following an introduction to the setup and making of the CoFoE, the seminar will
analyse the conflicts between the three EU institutions during the negotiations to
understand the real potential of the CoFoE. The key question is, whether these
conflicts resurface during the conference deliberations or whether citizens’ involvement
allows for more constructive debates. Having understand the potential and the limits of
the CoFoE, the participants will have the opportunity to debate their own reform and
policy proposals in a deliberative exercise. Following the seminar, they are free to
upload their ideas on the multi-lingual online platform as contribution to the debate on
the future of Europe.
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